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VOA CONSULTANT OM BLOCK VOTES AND REGIONAL VOTE 

NUMBER 2 IN SERIES OF POLITICAL FEATURES 

CTAPE IN TAPE LIBRARY) 

CEDITOR'S NOTE: DR. ARTHUR MILLER, DIRECTOR OF THE ELECTION 
STUDIES UNIT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN'S SURVEY RESEARCH 
CENTER WILL BE IM THE VOA NEWSROOM ALL NIGHT, AND IS AVAILABLE 
FOR CONSULTATION, HE WILL BE INTERVIEWED PERIODICALLY EY 
WORLDWIDE ENGLISH AND NCA AT 11 PM, 1 AM AND 3 AM FOR HOUSE 
FEATURES.) 


VOICE: 

UNLIKE THE CANDIDATE PREFFRENCE POLLS TAKEN BY THE HARRIS 
AND GALLUP ORGANIZATIONS, THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN SURVEY TRIES 
TO MEASURE ATTITUDES AND SOCIAL TRENDS AS A WAY OF UNDERSTANDING 
THE AMERICAN ELECTORAL PROCESS. IN THEIR PRE-ELECTION SURVEY, 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN RESEARCHERS LOOKED AT THE IMPACT 
OF GROUPS WHICH, IN PAST ELECTIONS, HAVE VOTED IN BLOCKS. IN 
AN INTERVIEW WITH VOA'S RAY KABAKER, DR. ARTHUR MILLER, DIRECTOR 
OF THE ELECTION STUDIES UNIT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN'S 
SURVEY RESEARCH CENTFR, NOTED THAT "BLOCK VOTING" SEEMS TO 
BE A POLITICAL PHENOMENON OF THE PAST. VOTERS NOW TEND TO 
RESPOND TO ISSUES WHICH CUT ACROSS DFENOGRAPHIC LINES, HOWEVER, 
DR. MILLER NOTED THAT SOME GROUPS STILL TEND TO VOTE IN ONE 
DIRECTION, OR IN "BLOCKS": 
TAPE: CUT ONE -- MILLER 
"BLACKS HAVE BEEN A STRONG DEMOCRATIC BLOCK OF VOTES FOR A LONG, 
LONG TIME NOW. IN THIS ELECTION, WE'RE EXPECTING THAT PERHAPS 
MORE BLACKS WILL VOTE DEMOCRATIC THAN VOTED DEMOCRATIC IN 1968 
WHEN NINETY-FOUR PERCENT OF THEN CAST THEIR VOTE FOR HUBERT 
HUMPHREY. IT WOULDN'T BE SURPRISING THIS YEAR IF WE FIND 
95-96 PERCENT CASTING A VOTF FOR THF DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE. 
IF YOU LOOK AT RELIGION, FOR INSTANCE -- WE'VE LOOKED 
PARTICULARLY AT THAT, GIVE!) THAT THERE'S BEEN A LOT OF DISCUSSION 
THIS YEAR ABOUT HOY! THE CATHOLICS ARE GOING TO VOTE, HOW THE 


PROTESTANTS ARE GOING TO VOTE, GIVEN THAT JIMMY CARTER IS A 
PROTESTANT, AND THAT PEOPLE HAVF SEEN TALKING AROUT ABORTION, 
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TAPE: 
CCONT'D) 


WHICH IS AN ISSUE WHICH IS OF PAT TICULAR INTEREST TO CATHOLICS. 
WELL, IT'S INTERESTING WHEN YOU LOOK AT THAT, WHAT YOU FIND 

IS THAT, ON THE BASIS OF OUR SURYFYS, WE EXPECT ABOUT 48 
PERCENT OF PROTESTANTS TO VOTE DFMOCRATIC, AND AROUT 55 

PERCENT OF CATHOLICS TO VOTE DFMOCRATIC. NOW THOSE FIGURES, 
TAKEN BY THEMSELVES, ARE NOT ALL THAT HELPFUL. BUT IF YOU PUT 
THEM It SOME KIND OF CONTEXT, I THINK IT BECONES CLEARER 

WHAT WE MEAN BY BLOCK VOTING. THE APPEAL OF A RELIGIOUS 

GROUP FOR ONE OR THE OTHER OF THE CANDINATES. PROTESTANTS, 

FOR INSTANCE, SAID THCY EXPECT 48 PERCENT TO VOTE FOR CARTER. 
IN 1972, ONLY THIRTY-ONE PERCENT OF THE PROTESTANTS VOTED 
DEMOCRATIC. IN 1968, THIPTY-EIGHT PERCENT VOTED DEMOCRATIC. 
AND IF YOU GO BACK TO 1952, 1956 -- IM THAT PERIOD, WHAT YOU 
FIND IS THAT, ROUGHLY, THIRTY-FIVE PERCENT OF THE PROTESTANTS 
TEND TO VOTE DENOCRATIC. SO, CARTER LOOKS LIKE HE IS, INDEED, 
MAKING SOME KIND OF AN APPEAL TO THE PROTESTANTS, AND GETTING 
SOMEWHAT NORE OF THE PROTESTANT VOTE THAN WE WOULD HAVE EXPECTED." 
VOICE: 

DOCTOR MILLER ALSO TOLD CORRESPONDENT KABAKER THAT VOTING 
TRENDS CAN BE STUDIED BY RFGIONS. BUT AS WITH THE RELIGIOUS 
GROUPS AND BLACKS, TRADITIONAL POLITICAL BEHAVIOR IS CHANGING 
-- ONLY WITH REGIONS, IT'S DUE PRIMARILY TO THE MOBILE NATURE 
OF AMERICAN SOCIETY. DR. MILLFR CITED THE SOUTH AS AN EXAMPLE: 

"ON THE WHOLE, OVER TIitE, SOUTHERNERS HAVE BEEN MORE 
DEMOCRATIC IN THEIR OUTLOOK, AND THAT GOES BACK A LONG “AY, 

IN TERMS OF THEIR HISTORICAL PATTERNS. RECENTLY -- I'D SAY 

IN THE LAST FIFTEEN YEARS =-- THAT DEMOCRATIC STRENGTH HAS BEEN 
ERODED, BUT IT'S BEEN ERODFD MAIMLY BECAUSE NORTHERNERS, 
PARTICULARLY REPUBLICANS, HAVE BEEN MOVING INTO THE SOUTH IN 
FAIRLY LARGE NUMBERS, AtD A'.SO BECAUSE, IN THE VOTING ASPECT, 
THE DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES THAT HAVE COME ALONG IN THE RECENT 
ELECTIONS OF 1968 AND 1972 HAVE NOT APPEALED OVERWHELMINGLY TO 


THE SOUTHERN ELECTORATC." 
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SOME VIEWS BY DOCTOR ARTHUR MILLER, A POLITICAL SCIENTIST 
AND ELECTIONS SPECIALIST FROM THC UttIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN WHO 
WILL BE WITH VOA HERE IN WASHINGTON THROUGHOUT THIS ELECTION 
NIGHT. 
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